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Virus hits care centers 


Streets go 
quiet on 
Day 1 of 


‘stay home’ 


By JOHN REINAN 
john.reinan@startribune.com 


Saturday dawned gloomy 
and gray, the kind of day when 
a person might decide to stay 
inside. 

And for the most part, Min- 
nesotans did. Because they 
had to. 

On the first day of a “stay 
at home” order from Gov. Tim 
Walz, normally crowded side- 
walks across the state were 
empty. Athletic fields and 
sports venues went unused 
and main streets were quiet. 

No kicking tires at auto 
dealers, no brunch at a favor- 
ite restaurant, no riding the 
merry-go-round. Most of all, 
no contact. 

Inaregion embarking onits 
deepest lockdown ever to keep 
a deadly virus at bay, the mood 
was solemn and subdued, the 
landscape a still life largely 
devoid of people. 

“I think it’s eerie,” said 
24-year-old Brian Anderson, 
as he and friend Madison 
Hirsch walked from the Whole 
Foods Co-op in Duluth after 
getting coffee Saturday morn- 
ing. “Everybody’s on edge.” 

Hundreds of businesses 
across the state were dark, 
some with “closed” signs 
taped to their doors, while 

See ORDER on A10 > 


Eyes on NY., 
cities brace 
for the worst 


By ISAAC STANLEY-BECKER, 
ARIANA EUNJUNG CHA 

and CHELSEA JANES 
Washington Post 


In Chicago, the Army Corps 
of Engineers was preparing to 
erect 2,500 patient quarters 
throughout three of the cav- 
ernous halls at McCormick 
Place, the largest convention 
center in North America. 

In Detroit, a major hospital 
system was readying a letter 
for patients and their families 
outlining how scarce ventila- 
tors would be allocated, saying 
those with the best chance of 
survival would get priority. 

And in Albany, Ga., a hospi- 
tal executive was straining to 
send patients to other hospitals 
as the number of deaths dou- 
bled in a matter of days at the 
largest medical center in the 
southwestern part of the state. 

While it ravages New York 
and metastasizes throughout 
much of the Northeast, the 
coronavirus is also quickly 

See VIRUS on A8 > 
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Interstate 35 headed into downtown Minneapolis, seen from Franklin Avenue, was devoid of traffic on Friday morning. 
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In the weeks since the coronavirus outbreak began, Jil- 
lian Van Hefty has tried to suppress any outward signs of 
the anguish she feels over being separated from her elderly 
mother, who has Alzheimer’s disease. 

But she couldn’t stop the tears one recent morning as 
she stood with her ll-year-old son, Alex, as they waved and 
blew kisses to the 77-year-old woman, who waved back 
from behind the screened window of the All Saints Senior 
Living community in Shakopee. As cars passed, Alex pulled 
out his large baritone horn and played parts of Beethoven’s 
Ninth Symphony, hoping the notes would soothe the pain 
of their physical separation. 

“Tam trying to stay strong, but it’s absolutely tearing me 
apart that I can’t reach out and hug my mother,” Van Hefty 
said. “I don’t want her to feel abandoned.” 

Outside senior homes across Minnesota, adult children 
are talking to their elderly parents through windows and 
pressing their hands and lips to the glass — like visitors to 

See ELDERLY on All > 


Patty Sagert delivered groceries to her mom, who lives ina 
senior facility. Restrictions are keeping families apart. 


Trump tries to curb watchdog 
As president signs $2T aid bill, he 
calls oversight “unreasonable.” A5 


ERs ‘like a petri dish’ 
Health care workers on New York’s 
front lines are falling ill. A10 


Vacancies mar response 
Record turnover, unfilled jobs have 
left agencies unprepared for crisis. A5 


20 sites 
have cases; 
State sees 


fifth death 


By CHRISTOPHER SNOWBECK 
csnowbeck@startribune.com 


Minnesota’s death toll from 
COVID-19 rose to five Satur- 
day, with the latest case spot- 
lighting concerns about the 
spread of the virus in long- 
term care facilities. 

The state’s fifth death was 
that of a Hennepin County 
resident in his or her 70s who 
lived in one of those facilities, 
according to the Minnesota 
Department of Health. That 
means four of the state’s five 
deaths were residents of such 
centers. 

In addition, there are now 
20 outbreaks in congregate- 
care settings, although the 
term doesn’t necessarily mean 
there are multiple cases at a 
location, said Kris Ehresmann, 
the Health Department’s infec- 
tious disease director. The 
department defines a positive 
test for either aresident or staff 
member as an outbreak. 

“That is our focus and our 
concern right now, because 
congregate-living settings rep- 
resent our highest-risk popu- 
lations,” Ehresmann said in a 
call with reporters. “We have 
teams in place to reach out to 
the facilities ... and we are in 
daily contact with them.” 

All five deaths involved 

See MINNESOTA on All > 


Walz faces 
acrisis with 
no playbook 


By BRIANA BIERSCHBACH 
bbierschbach@startribune.com 


Tim Walz was out of his 
element. 

Minnesota’s extroverted 
first-term governor was stuck 
insidehis Summit Avenuehome 
witha PowerPoint presentation 
ready to go and a video camera 
pointed at his face. 

The former schoolteacher 
and football coach isn’t really 
a teleprompter guy, so he 
was going without one. He’s 
not usually a PowerPoint 
guy either. But these slides, 
filled with charts and models, 
would help the DFLer deliver 
a message to Minnesotans he 
couldn’t have imagined a few 
years ago, when he was criss- 
crossing the state campaigning 
onamessage of bridging urban 
and rural divides. 

He didn’t want COVID-19 to 
be the thing that united them. 

“Minnesotans, we’re in this 
together,” he said as he pleaded 
to thousands, via livestream 

See WALZ on A8 > 
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